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till six o'clock, wo enjoyed a good sloep all the
afternoon, nob before wo wanted it. We had had
none for two nights.

Tho camel arrived in duo course. ITo was
a snow-while one, of mihl and boriign appoarnnoo.
Lancaster took a grout fancy to him, and insisted
in having him lin.rne.sscd to his cart. 1 noticed a,
look in tho beast's eye, whenever 1u> was pushed
about or touched more roughly than ufmul, that boded
up good* .However, we were assured that ho was
all that could be desired, and took" Sylvia's word for.
it. Wo .started again that evening, with our new
purclisiRo in Lancaster's cart. Although tho night
was lino and starlit, with a lovely moon, 1 turned
into my cart early, for tho plain was as smooth and
unbroken JIB a lawn-tennis ground, and I did not
despair of getting a really good night's rest, and
probably should have had one, but for an unforeseen
.accident that, ridiculouH and laughable as it now
seems, might have had a very serious, if not fatal
result. I was rudely awoke about 2 a.m. by Jco
Jioo, who, bursting open my door, entreated ine to
coino out ut once. One is easily unnerved in the
desert, and apt. to fancy things, so much go that
for a moment i thought a mutiny had broken
out among the Mongols, and, seining my revolver,
jumped out on' to tho moonlit plain. Tho sight
that greeted my eyes caused ino at first to burst
into a fit. of uncontrollable laughter, in which, how-
over, tho Mongols, who were helplessly assembled
round my cart, did not join. Like them, I soon
realized how seriously tho affair might end- Lan-
caster's camel had run away, and was scouring over
tho desert in a way that plainly showed if we ever in-